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when her husband was more violent than usual, she
agreed to go before a magistrate, to obtain legal pro-
tection against him. On the following day, when I
suggested that we should go to the court, she affected
surprise, and gave what appeared to her a sufficient
reason for enduring his cruel treatment, as she said,
" He is my husband, cannot he do what he likes with
me?"

Concerning the moral nature of woman, Manu speaks
in no measured terms, and his opinion is endorsed by
other writers. " It is the nature of women in this world
to cause men to sin." " A female is able to draw from
the right path, not a fool only, but even a sage, and can
lead him in subjection to desire or to wrath." It is this
low opinion of woman that is the cause of the greater
part of his legislation concerning her.

Although the wife must honour her husband as a god,
and remain a widow after his death, the husband, seven
years after marriage, if there be no son, may supersede
her by another wife. This lawgiver goes even farther :
" A wife who speaks unkindly may be put aside without
delay. ... If a wife drinks, shows hatred to her lord, is
mischievous, or wastes his property, she may at all times
be superseded by another wife."

The quotations given above are from Harm's " Dharma
Sastra." The following will show the position he occu-
pies as a lawgiver amongst Hindus of all classes. "Of
Manu's antiquity and reality there can be no doubt. . . .
It is clear that the code was compiled by a Brahman
well versed in the lore of the Vedas, and to a certain
extent in the ways of the world, thus combining secular
and book knowledge at once. Nor, again, is there any
doubt as to Manu's being the main fountain whence the
religious observances of a country where every custom